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Venkateswara poured forth money without count, Thus strengthened, Sriranagaraya made a
supreme effort to rid the country of the enemies.
But all these came to nothing. As their own capitals were attacked, most of the chieftains
had to leave the Raya to his own resources. Famine stalked the war-ridden land and to
make matters worse, Tirumala Nayaka of Madhura joined the enemy and Sriranga, a victim of
cupidity and selfishness of the feudal lords, fled from the land. Sriranga, however, continued
to exercise power as a king in some parts of the kingdom upto 1678. However, thereafter, he
fades away from our view and so does the flame of liberty lit at Vijayanagar three centuries
and a half earlier in 1336. It is necessary here to say that during all these turmoils, the
southern part of the Telugu area alone continued to be in the Vijayanagar empire. In the
northern part, the Qutb Shahis established their rule by 1543.
Qutb Shahis
The Qutb Shahi dynasty which held sway over the Andhra country for two hundred years
from the early part of the sixteenth century to the end of the seventeenth, had a glorious past
and a rich cultural legacy. Sultan Quli Qutb Shah, the founder of the dynasty, was a scion
of a defunct royal family of Hamdan. He served the Bahmanis faithfully and was appointed
governor of Telangana in 1492 and received the title, Qutb-ul-Mulk which continued in the
dynasty till it was changed into that of 'Qutb Shah1 after the dynasty had attained independence.
He declared independence after the death of his patron king, Mahmood Shah, in 1518.
Sultan Quli controlled the province of Telangana for nearly 60 years, first as a general or
governor and later as an independent king. During this period, he extended the territory upto
the seaport of Masulipatam.
The aged king, who lived a long life of ninety years, was murdered by his third son, Yar
Quli Jamsheed, who was anxious to seize the throne. Jamsheed reigned for seven years till
1550, but remained maligned by all for his patricidal crime. He failed to gain the goodwill of
his subjects on account' of his despicable acts and rude behaviour, despite the fact that he
was a good soldier and a man of learning. His youngest brother, Ibrahim, who was hardly
thirteen at the time- of his father's assassination, fled with some of his trusted followers to
Vijayanagar and remained there for seven years enjoying the hospitality of Ramaraya, the ate
facto ruler of the empire. His stay there afforded him not only a good asylum but also a
training ground. It may be presumed that the prince had an opportunity to accustom himself
with the Hindu cultural atmosphere and to learn the art of administration.
When Jamsheed died in 1550, Ibrahim found the political atmosphere of the kingdom
favourable to his cause and returned to Golconda to ascend the throne. Ibrahim Qutb Shah
who is known in Andhra country as Malkibharam, was the real architect of the Qolconda
kingdom. He ruled the kingdom for thirty years from 1550 to 1580, and consolidated It.
The kingdom which Ibrahim was called upon to administer was in the making. It lacked
sound administration and efficient governmental machinery. Ibrahim organised the central and